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[Abstract)

This paper analyzes the theoretical evolution of China’s information
and cognitive warfare strategies and the trajectory of the Strategic Support
Force (SSF) to reveal the practical challenges inherent in the Chinese
military approach. The People’s Liberation Army has developed advanced
operational theories, transitioning from integrating cyber and electromagnetic
warfare to targeting human cognition and decision-making to achieve mind
dominance. To actualize this comprehensive approach, China established the
SSF in 2015 to integrate cyber, space, electronic, and psychological warfare
capabilities. However, the force was dismantled just eight years later in 2024
and reorganized into independent branches. This dissolution highlights severe
organizational challenges, such as deeply rooted bureaucratic silos among
disparate domains, operational inefficiencies, and a shortage of specialized
talent. Ultimately, the paper concludes that there is a profound gap between
China’s highly ambitious warfare theories and the actual operational

capabilities of its military organizations.
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